
[Ohio, Wayne County] 

Ro'ply of Albert McFedden of Wooster,Ohio 

ko The U.G.R.R. C i r c u l a r . (h^J^^^y 

Mr. W. H. S i e b e r t , 

Dear S ir : 

The c i r c u l a r you s e n t to Mrs. Aylesworth 

of t h i s place was given by her t o me, and whi le I am-as 

f a r as I know^the l a s t and only s u r v i v o r of the o ld A b o l i t i o n i s t s 

i n t h i s County (*»ayne). x x 

I cannot g ive you any^ information that would be worth 

p u t t i n g in a book, but I can and w i l l contr ibute something for 

your waste-basket . 

The f i r s t a n t i - s l a v e r y men t h a t I can remember in t h i s 

County wer© William Spencer, l^Has Smith, T?obert WHson, Robert 

Tagg©rt,^McCurdy, Jam©s "^ose and myse l f . . James "^ose was ^ 

gene|;^ar superintend©nt, sac t lon b o s s , s t a t i o n agont , engine©r 

and conductor on the rout© through t h i s County, and I was his 

conf id©nt la l f r i e n d . I was f a m i l i a r w i t h the running of the 

r o a d , i t s p r o f i t s ( c ) and soforth* 

The f o r t i e s was the period of the most a c t i v i t y of the 

U.G.R.R. 

Prior to t h i s time^while a few men were met in tho house 

o f McCurdy in the v i l l a g e of Wooster q u i e t l y d i s c u s s i n g the 

s l a v e r y quest ion , tbe house was a s s a i l e d by a mob and completely 

s p a t t e r e d with ©ggs. 



My r©coll©ction is that in the fall of 1842 the first 

political oiganization was made in the county. Samuel 

Lewis was the candidate for Governor. We polled but 68 votes 

in the County. In the township In which I lived out of 400 

voters only one other man beside myself voted th© ticket. 

X X X X X 

Not many years befor© the d e a t h of good old Wm. Lloyd 

Garrison he wrote m© a l a t t e r , e n c l o s i n g h i s photograph; he 

c a l l e d me a co- laborer wi th him i n the work of securing 

human freedom. This waa more s a t i s f a c t i o n to me than i f tho 

Pope had canonized me and s e n t me a s c a r l e t cap. 

X X X X X X 

* Ood moves in a mysterious way h i s wonders to perform." 

••And whom the Gods design t o d e s t r o y , they f i r s t make mad.' So 

th© sou l dr ivers got mad, and whi l e trying to destroy our Govern­

ment and s e t up a republic o f t h e i r own with slavery as i t s ch ie f 

corner s t o n e , they l o s t a l l . When the emancipation ^reclamation 

went i n t o e f f e c t such was my enthusiasm that 1 i l luminated my 

domic i l e fron "vest ibule t o tower top ." The neighbors came 

i n to see what was up. 1 t o l d them that th© greates t event 

t h a t ever occurred since the "morning stars sang tog©th©r and 

the sons of God shouted for joy" would tak© plac© a t 12 o'clock 

t h a t n ight when the shackles would be struck off 3000,000 

human b e i n g s . 

X X X 

I am past 75 years o ld . I wish you success in your undertaking. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y , Good Bye, 

Alber t McFadden 

Woost©r, 0 . 


