MEUINA COUNTY; Shreve, WAYNE CUUNTY

(Card from miss Jessie E« Pocock, 206 mill Street,
Lo'di. U.,- sﬂpt" El. lH'EE]

Degar Mre Slebert:
The article concerning my Grandrather
who escorted as a lad escaping slaves from kilbrook to
Wooster, was written by Dre Battles, a practlcing
physician in %Eruvu. e o o I am having it copled
and will mail it as soon as ready.

Very truly yours,

(Miss) Jessle E. Focock

From a scerap-book in the posseasion of miss Jessie

E.Focock

une of the Prinecipal Depots in the Center of Shreve.

. . . N . . .
. . . . . .

e« s« « o one of the principal streets Lof Shrevej
was the path over which many a colored man, his wife and
children, escaping from Kentucky or Virginia bondage, gulded
by the polar star, on foot, on horseback, in wagon and
buggy, wended thelr way to the Queen's Dominiona. s+ o
Yes, the track of one of the leading underground railroads
of vhleo ran along main street--the one running north and
south past the M. E. Churche Near where the church stands
the road deflected to the northeast and came out on

market Street « + o« After Market Street was opened



this part of the road was vacated but in alleys and
other places it can yet be traced.
In this paper the writer [will confine himself to]
a single inclident in the history of this trall « +
. . . . . +» LThe abolition=
ists claimed that in helping slaves to their liberties), Z¥¢
they were emphaticalq:p re turning stolen property to
Lthelr rightful owners. Hr- Buyﬂ nf coahnctnn, the
Furneys, Byhams, unﬂl&llands, Johmgons and others of
EEEEEEE}: Charles Uldroyd, Dre. Joe Deyarmon, Samuel
Selbert, Jonas wmay, Mrse. Ce Bell, Elizabeth Dauffman
afterwards Mrs. Rew, G. S. Phillips, Absolam Swords, and I¥d
Thomas Se Battes, of Millbrook [Wayne Countyl; wre Wil-
liam Taggart and his associates uf WGﬂatar, were persons
sbout whose honesty and Christian integrity there was
no dispute <« « o+ o
It was in mid-harvest, a little past 12 o'clock on a
hot July night, 1845, that I was awakened by a call

from my father at the foot of the stairs, in the old

log house on the Lovett farm, north of our village e

; « « I responded . immediately. When I reached

the « kitchen my father told me that in the next room
there wete a man, his wife and six children, fugltive
slaves. "What can we do with them" he asked. "It is too
late to get to Wooster," I said. "It will not do to keep
them heres e « ethe owners Lare] probably in close
pursult, and this house lis] strongly suspected as a
place of concesalment. Nelther « + will 1t do to take



them to vuldroyd!s, Seibert'ujnerarmnn'a. or any house

occuplied E, a prominent antislavery family." At that

time there lived an eamest, ggiat abolitlonist, Mrse
Charity Bell, a widow, in , , a house standing at the

end of the hedge row running eastward just across the

road from Islah Rall's residences There was also a barn.
I told my father, "I thought Mrs. Bell would take care

of the fugitives. She could hide them in her barn." . .
e« o o o It was now after 1 o'clock, leaving us but
little time to dispose of our charges. Our horses were
in pasture, some distance from the house. We asfed the
parents 1f they could walk two miles, taking their
children, and give us time to return before daylighte
LThay]_ggia they could. The mother :wemt; with her baby
in her arﬁs, the father took the next older, and with the
other four children we [moved as fast as possiblel] to

the residence of the widow. We found her confounded

for two proslavery men would haul grain all the next

day into her barn, the only place in which she could

conceal Lthe slavesls « .+ « « We placed the Lfugltives]

in the wheat bins and told Lthe parents] they must st
and lock the doors when the the harvesteras were in the
barn and keep lthelr children; gulets They would be gliven
food and water at noon when the wheat haulers were at dinner
in the village.
The Lnegroes; stayed lin the barn; all day without
being discovered, and toward evening were plloted across
a f!.eld to the residence of Dr. Deyarmon « « and put up
aloft in that well remembered old log hnmastead- While

e . T



this Lwas being done the doctorts daughter Hary--

af terward Mrs. Edwin uldroyd=-- was in the barm milking
and knew nothing of the presence of the sable visltors.
Re turning to the house, she happened to look up through
the plpe hole in the floor and encountered the glare

of four eyes Ipeering] from two black facesss She was
scarede A good supper was given the negroes and they
were put in a wagom to which a pair of fine horses was
hitched. The passengers were covered with quilts, and
Llaway they went] to Woosters Al&ﬁg the rosd half a dozen
young men on horseback watched to protect the party '
from pursuers. It was a moon-light night and the teamster
drove lelisurely up South Market Street to the square, then

turned into West Libertys In a few minutes' Uncle William

Taggart h;l.ﬂ the passengers in his care and sent them
north at once. Before daylight next morning they were near-
ing the border of Ohieo, and the following night they
crossed the lake to Canadas While they were passing
thl‘ﬁluél;l. Woos ter, the master or his agent was at the
Americen Hotel, a few steps east of the square, offering

a reward of $800 for the capture of the departing

chattels



millbrook, WAYNE COUNTY, OHIUO

T
(Letter from mlss Jessle E. Pogk, 206 uill Street,
I-'ﬁui' ﬂ-' D‘Etl E‘U.lgﬁ}-

Copy

- - - L] -

Dear ire Slebsrt:

my grandtather was Ghriatigpuspgyg Deyarmon born
Nove 13, IHED]at Millbrook, Ohioe. His brother Joseph
Lybrand Duyarmng:ﬁarn march 5, 1826. They were two of the KGf
horseback riders in the article sent to youe Thelr father
Weas D;fﬂnggph_gh;pn;aLygggfgggT born Jan. 8, 1756 in
Halifax Tovmship, Dauphin County, Pa. He studied mediclne
at the University of Pennsylvania and came to Ohlo in
brook, southwest of Wooster and north of Shreves
The deughter, Mary Elizabeth born Feb. 29, 1824,
married Edwin @ldroyd of Shreve. They had a daughter and
a son, both of whom died in their early twentles unmarriede
The writer of the article was afterwards Dre W. O.
Battles and the one who roused hiu was hls father Thomas
Se Battles. Thelr farm was north of Shreve and in the
district known as Mlllbrooke o o/ ¢ o o+ o
My grandfather moved to Loudonville, where he had an eleva-
tor, dealing in grain, seeds and wools He was twice mayor
and a useful citlzen, the father of six children.
Joseph Le Deyarmon lived at Lakevlille and also dealt in
graln. He never married but lived in qulte the grand

manners. . . - .



manner in a blg brick house a mile out of Lakevllle,
. e« with his niece as housekeeper.
The incldent recited in the article occurred in
1845¢ o o o
I am sending = picture of the two brothers, Christian

and Joseph Deyarmon, in a group with buslness assoclates.
L] ] L] L ] L]

Hope this answers your guestions.
Very truly yours,

Jegale E« Pococka



