
MEDINA COUNTY; Shrev©, WAIHE CuUHTI 

(Card from miss J e s s i e E* Pocock, 20a Mi l l S t r e e t , 

Lodi , U*, Sept* 2 1 , 1948) 

Dear mr* S i e b e r t : 

Th© a r t i c l e conc©3ming my ( i randfather 

who ©scort©d as a l a d e s c a p i n g s l a ^ s from milbrook to 

Woost©r, was wri t t©n by Dr* B a t t l e s , a p r a c t i c i n g 

phys i c i an i n Shreve* • # # I am having I t copied 

and w i l l mai l i t as soon as ready* 

V©ry t r u l y y o u r s , 

(Miss) tiessia? 1* Pocock 

Prom a scrap-book i n the possess ion of Miss Jessi© 

E•Pocock 

un© of th© P r i n c i p a l Depots i n th© C©nt©r of Shrev©* 

« • * • one of th© p r i n c i p a l s t r e e t s Lof Shrev©!-

was th© p a t h ov©r which many a co lored man, h i s wife and 

c h i l d r e n , escaping from Kentucky or B i r g l n i a bondage, guided 

by th© p o l a r s t a r , on f o o t , on horseback, i n wagon and 

buggy, wend©d th©ir way to the Qu.©en» s Dominions. # • 

Yes, th© t r a c k of one of the l e a d i n g und©rground r a i l r o a d s 

of uhio ran along Main s t r e e t—th© on© running n o r t h and 

sou th p a s t th© M. E. Church* Near where th© church s t ands 

the road d e f l e c t e d t o th© n o r t h e a s t and cam© out on 

market Str©et # • . A f t e r Market S t r e e t was opened 
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t h i s pa r t of th© road was vacat©d but in a l leys and 

other plac©s i t can y©t b© traced* 

In th i s paper th© wr i t e r twil l confln© himself t o ] 

a single incident in th© h is to ry of th i s t r a i l « . • 

• • • * • • iTh© abo l i t i on ­

i s t s claim©d that in helping slav©s to t h e i r l i b e r t i e s ] , t ^ 

thay wer© ©mphatically re turning s tolen property to 

Lthair r igh t fu l owners* Mr* Boyd of Coshocton, th© 

Pum©ys, Bjhams, McGlellands, Johnsons and others of 

Hopewtll; uharl©s uidroyd, Dr* Jo© D©yarmon, Samuel 

Seiber t , «Jonas'may, Mrs* 0* Bel l , Elizab©th Dauffman 

afterwards Mrs* Rew, G* S* P h i l l i p s , Absolam Swords, and f^ 

Thomas S* Bat tes , of Millbrook iWayne CoxmtyJ; î r̂* ?/il« 

liam Taggart and h i s associates of Wooster, were persons 

about whos© honesty and Chris t ian i n t e g r i t y ther© was 

no dispute * * * * 

I t was in mid-harvest, a l i t t l © past 12 o'clock on a 

hot «)uly n igh t , 1845, tha t I was awakened by a c a l l 

f:r©M mf! fath©r a t the foot of th© s t a i r s , in th© old 

log house on th© Lov©tt f a i ^ , nor th of our villag© • 

• • * I r©spond©d * iffian©diat©ly# When I reached 

th© * kitchen my fa ther told m© tha t in the next room 

ther© wet»e a man, h is wife and s ix chi ldren , fugi t ive 

s l aves . "What can we do with them** he asked* '*It i s too 

l a t e to get to Wooster," I said* " I t wi l l not do to keep 

them here* * . ®th© owners [are] probably in clos© 

pu r su i t , and th i s house Lis] s trongly suspected as a 

plaoe of concealment* Neither » « wi l l i t do to tak© 



them to uidroyd*s, S e i b e r t ' s Deyarmon*s, or any house 

occupied bM a prominent an t i s lavery family*" At tha t 

time there l ived an earnes t , quie t a b o l i t i o n i s t , Mrs» 

char i ty Bell , a widow, in , , a hous© standing a t th© 

end of the hedg© row running eastward j u s t across th© 

road from I s i a h Rail* s r©sid©nc©* There was also a bam* 

I to ld my fa the r , **I thought Mrs* Bell would take car© 

of the fugi t ives* She could hide them in her barn*" • * 

# * 9 • I t was now a f te r 1 o» clock, leading us but 

l i t t l © time to dispose of our charges* Our horses wer© 

in pas ture , som© distance from th© hous©* W© as|:©d th© 

parents i f they could walk two mil©s, taking th©ir 

chi ldren , and give us time to return before daylight* 

[They] said they cauld* The mother ;wezit; with her baby 

in her arms, th© fa ther took the next older , and with th© 

oth©r four chi ldren we [moved as f a s t as poss ib le ] to 

the resldenc© of th© widow* W© found her confouna©d • 

for two proslaT©ry m©n would haul grain a l l th© next 

day in to her barn, the only place in which she could 

conceal [the glaves£»_ » . • # W© plac©d the [ fugi t ives] 

in the wheat bins and told [the parents ] they must shut 

and lock the doors when the th© harvesters wer© in the 

bam and keep [ t he i r childr©n| quiet* Ihey would be given 

food and water a t noon when th© wheat haul©rs were a t dinner 

i n th© v i l lage* 

Th© [negroes; stayed [in th© b a m ; a l l day without 

being discovered, and toward evening wer© p i lo ted across 

a f i e ld to the residence of Dr* Deyairaon • * and put up 

a lo f t in that well remembered old log homestead* 'Ihile 



t h i s [was being don© the doc tor ' s daughter ttary^" 

afterward Mrs* Edwin uidroyd-— was in the bam milking 

and knew nothing of the presence of the sable v i s i t o r s * 

Returning to the house, she happened to look up through 

the pip© hoi© in th© f loor and encountered the glar© 

of four ©y©s Ipeering] from two black faces** Sh© was 

soared* A good supper was given the negroes and they 

were put in a wagom to which a p a i r of f ine horses was 

hi tched. The passengers wer© covered with q u i l t s , and 

[away they went] to Wooster* Along th© road, half a dozen 

young m©n on horseback watched to p ro tec t the par ty 

from pursuers* I t was a moon-light night and the teamster 

drove l e i s u r e l y up South market S t ree t to th© square, then 

turned in to West Liberty* In a few minutes Unci© William 

Taggart had the passengers in h i s care and sent them 

north a t once* Before daylight next morning they wer© near-

ing the border of Ohio, and th© following night they 

crossed the lake to Canada* Ifhil© they were passing 

through Wooster, the master or h is agent was a t the 

American Hotel, a few steps e a s t of the square, offering 

a reward of f800 for the capture of the departing 

cha t t e l s 



Mil lb rook , WAIHE COlSOy^ OHIO 

( L e t t e r from Miss J e s s i e E» Pock, 20b Mi l l S t r e e t , 

Lodi , 0*, Oct* 20 , 1948)* 

* * * * * 

Dear Mr* S i ebe r t s 

my g r a n d f a t h e r was C h r i s t i a n Spayd Deyarmon b o m 

Nov* 1 3 , 1820 a t Mi l lb rook , Ohio* His b r o t h e r Joseph 

Lybrand D©yarmon^bom March 5 , 1826. Ihey wer© two of the ppp 

horseback r i d e r s i n th© a r t i c l © s e n t to you# Thei r f a t h e r 

was Dr* Jjoseph Cb-apman DejajTcion b o m Jan* b , 1756 i n 

Hal i fax Tof/nship, Dauphin County, Pa* H© s t u d i e d medioin© 

a t th© U n i v e r s i t y of P©nnsylvania and c a i ^ t o Ohio i n 

March • 1829* H© bought a farm i n t h e ^ j l ^ i j i i t ^ of_ M i l l ­

brook, southw©st_of Wooster and n o r t h o f Shreve• 

Th© daught©r|Mary E l i z a b e t h ^ b o m Peb* 2 9 , 1824, 

marr ied Edwin 0Ldroyd of Shreve* Th©J had a daughter and 

a son, bo th of whom di©d i n t h e i r ©arly twen t i e s unmarried* 

Th© wri t©r of th© a r t i c l © was a f te rwards Dr* W* 0. 

B a t t l e s and the one who roused him was h i s f a t h e r , Thomas 

S* B a t t l e s . The i r farm was n o r t h of Shrev© and i n th© 

d i s t r i c t known as Millbrook* # « / * * « # * 

My grandf 'a ther moved to Loudonville^ where he had an ©leva? 

t o r , dea l i ng i n g r a i n , seeds and wool* He was twice mayor 

and a u s e f u l c i t i z e n , t h e f a t h e r of s i x c h i l d r e n * 

Joseph L* Deyarmon l i v e d a t La 'kevil le and a l s o d e a l t i n 

g ra in* He n©v©r mar r ied b u t l i v e d i n quit© the grand 

manner* • ® # * 



manner in a big brick house a mile out of Lakeville, 

« » • with his niece as hous©k©eper« 

The incident recited in the articl© occurr©d in 

1845« • • • 

I am sending a picture of the two brothers. Christian 

and Joseph Deyarmon, in a group with business associates* 

• • • # * 

Hope this answers your questions* 

Very truly yours, 

Jessie E* Pocock* 


