
[Ohio, Holmes County] 

Thomas L. Smith of fYfO^f*^ 
Fredericksburg. Ohio. 

Mr. Smith said: I was born in Westmoreland county, 

Pennsylvania, May 11, 1811; l i v e d in Pennsylvania t i l l 

General Harrison was e lec ted Pres ident of the U. S. I got 

my an t i - s l ave ry sentiments t h e r e in hearing the subject de­

ba t ed . I belonged to the Seceder Church in Washington, 

Pennsylvania. Dr. Jolm Anderson was President of the College 

t h e r e . I t was through debate between Dr. Joseph Scroggs — 

a min i s te r and Joseph Pollocks-^who had come home from 

Virg in ia where he had married i n t o a s lave-holding family. 

After Harris en's e lec t ion I went to Cleveland and was there 

nea r ly two years ; then I moved here to Fredicksburg—tne 

l a s t of '42 . I came onto t h i s farm in -̂ 58 and have been 

here ever s ince . I t raveled a good dea l through the south 

and west par t of the State and wasn*t careful about express­

ing my views. I removed from 1^redicksburg down near Hopedale 

in Holmes County, in the Spring of ^50, and knew many a n t i -

felavery men through the County, and they knew my sentiments 

a f t e r I moved on to my farm on the Lower Wooster road^ two 

miles from Fredericksburg. 



/ 

I think tha t ^orn^ of_th.e fug i t ives were sent to me 

by Reverend Whittem-a min i s t e r in the ,^'ree Presbyter ian 

Church, four miles west of /Ki l le rsburg , and by'^benezer 

Bigham. Sometimes 5'ohn Urocko and Kieffer Crocko-brothers 

l iving adjoining Holmesvll le , Holmes County, where they came 

through-^brought fug i t ives here t o my p l ace . I de l ivered 

to Isaac Paniels-^-who lAv^d out near the Sta te road—between 

old EdinburghHtoj^and the S t a t e road 7 mi l e s . This was not 

considered the d i r ec t l i n e fo r Oberlin*-rfor which place they 

were a l l heading, '^hey came t h i s way to escape de t ec t i on . 

Sometimes 1 would d i r e c t 6 or 8 a t a time to T)avid Clark in 

Apple Ureek. or''give them a card to him to d i r e c t them to 

D a n i e l s ' . Most of those pass ing through here crossed the 

River a t or near Parkersburgh out bf "Virginia. 


